
    Newsletter -January 2019 

Page 1 of 6 
 

Clearing a route to the temple 
December 30 to January 3 
In yet another example of community participation, residents of Vemagiri 
village got together to create a path to the top of the mountain. With the 
motivation of CAG members, the path leads to the Sri Ranganadha temple 
atop the hill. While many people would visit it during the old days, over 
time, the growth of a jungle cut off the access here. Now the community 
has organized a solar panel and lighting atop the mountain. Over 78 
people from the village participated in this shramadan. They now plan to 
beautify the region by planting different trees and maintain the premises. 
For this, the Panchayat and CAG  approached the forest department and 
planning is now in progress. 
 
 
 
Remembering Newton 

January 4 
Annual birthday celebrations of Sir Isaac Newton were 
organized in Kokkirapalli ward in Yellamanchidi 
municipality U.P.School. With the idea to inspire students of the 
school on science and mathematics, the event saw all the 
students from class 6th to 8th assembled in the school. The 
school teaching staff invited BCT to participate in the function. 
BCT has constructed toilets for this school with the support of 
Microsoft. It has also provided training for 60 students in 
kolatam. BCT Joint Secretary and community organizer 
attended the function. 
 

 
Impact of BCT high school folk arts on other schools 
January 4 
Girl students from 6th to 8th class in Yenugutuni village of Kasimkota mandal performed Tappetagullu and 
chitikalu in the presence of district officers at the Janmabhoomi program. Their performance was much 
appreciated. They were trained by the students of BCT residential school as part of their animation program 
last year. The training was further followed up by the Head Master and teachers at the school. 
 
 
Being the change 
January 6 
In times when people think that someone from the 
outside would come and serve their community, the BCT 
high school students showcased the importance of self-
help and mutual help. Through social animation 
presentations in ten villages, themed "Elders, change 
your mindset", they showcased how one must not 
depend on others. A few main aspects that they focused 
upon included preservation of seeds for farmers, 
maintenance of sanitation and hygiene in the village, 
stopping open defecation, promoting cultural activities 
through children, bhajana in temples and promotion of 
entrepreneurship. These programmes are slated to be held till 10th of January in 50 villages. 
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Ringing in Sankranti 

January 9 

The harvest festival of Sankranthi is celebrated 

along with family members over the four days 

called Bhogi, Sankranthi, Kanuma and 

Mukkanuma. Celebrating the festivities a little 

earlier before the children took off for their 

Sankranti vacation, the school had a festive air 

about it. With colourful rangolis made of rice flour, 

children dressed in traditional attire, lit the bhogi 

fire, performed folk dances and also showcased a burrakatha. Besides 

celebrations at the BCT Residential school, cultural programmes were also a 

highlight at the school in Jampapalem with bhogi fire and kite flying as well. 

 
 
Meeting the youth 

January 21 
The youth of the country drive its future forward. A meeting with 
the youth of BCT’s operative villages was organised. 36 youth 
from 28 villages came together for the event. At the meeting, 
BCT Secretary Sri B. Sri Ram Murty initiated a dialogue with the 
participants. Two important facets that came across in the 
discussion stressed upon the importance of self employment 
and youth participation. 15 of the participants showed interest on 
self employment. They iterated that they would be back with a 
plan of action and bring together those who think like them. A 
meeting with the like minded participants would take place on 

28th January again at BCT Haripuram. It was also discussed that improved youth involvement and participation 
in village activities was important. Motivation for initiating them into these projects is planned to be held on a 
day of the week, preferably a Sunday. Joint secretary Sri TVS Raghava Rao, Five community organizers (Cos) 
and Central Coordinator Sri N.Somayajulu attended the event. 
 
Review meeting in tribal area 
23 January 
A review meeting was held at the Microsoft supported tribal 
area of Krishna Devi Peta of Golgonda mandal. 20 differently 
abled people who had joined as tailoring trainees attended the 
meeting. After the training given, each of them has started 
stitching clothes and are earning Rs. 5000 to Rs. 10,000 as per 
their capacity. All are pleased with the development and are 
now income generators in their families. BCT Treasurer           
Ms. Krishna Jyothi attended and interacted with the crowd, 
offering support for any of the people who had clear individual 
business plans. Joint secretary Sri T.VS.Raghavarao , CO 
Nageswararao, Orthotist Ms. Devi and community organizers 
were present. 
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CAG meeting at Haripalem 

23 January 
A meeting with Community Action Group (CAG) members 
was organized at the Haripalem village. 13 members 
attended the meeting where discussions centered around 
youth self employment, Community organic grower and 
agricultural activities. Village social development activities 
were discussed about and Sunday activities with school 
going students were highlighted. These were discussed as 
important elements pertaining to moral ethical, spiritual 
activities. The aspect of elders giving time to spend with 

village children was discussed. 
 
Youth meet at Chinapalem 

24 January 
Community Organizer Sigireddi Nageswara Rao conducted a 
youth meeting at the Rajarayudupalem (Chinapalem) village. 10 
youth members participated in the meeting where two main 
points were discussed. One element that was discussed was the 
self employment of youth and the second point on the agenda 
was the youth initiative in promoting village self activities. The ten 
youth who had come expressed interest in taking things forward. 
 
 
 
 

On farm trials conducted 
24 January 
While local varieties of turmeric take 18 months to mature, 
Pragathi is a Kerala-based turmeric variety that gives 
quicker yield for the farmer in 6 months. On farm trials 
were conducted by BCT Krishi Vigyan Kendra at 
Aratichetlaveedhi and Kottavedurupalli  (tribal) villages of 
GK Veedhi mandal with few farmers.  The results were 
good for the trial, and now further study is being 
conducted into them. 
 
Voter awareness campaign 

25 January 
On the occasion of National Voters Day, a ‘Voters awareness 
campaign’ was held in Mamidiwada village of Rambilli mandal. 
Students, teachers and CAG members participated for the 
campaign. A rally was organized and the importance of voting 
was discussed. Slogans stating that everyone over the age of 
18 should cast their vote were called out. Another aspect that 
was highlighted was that everyone should vote for the right 
candidate. Community Organizer S. Nageswararao attended on 
behalf of BCT. 
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Republic day celebrations at Jampapalem 
26 January 
Jampapalem village in Yellamanchili  mandal marked their 
Republic day celebrations with a unique gesture. The village youth 
collected donations in the village and provided sports kits to the Z 
P High school students to encourage the students in sports and 
games. These kits were presented to the students on the occasion 
of Republic Day. 
 
 
 
Republic Day celebrations at BCT 
26 January 

 
The tricolour was hoisted at BCT school and at KVK as well, on the occasion of Republic Day. School students 
presented various cultural activities and sang national songs on the occasion. Students and teachers along 
with guests also performed the Dhimsa. At the BCT school, B.C.T Vice President Sri Ajit Suryanarayan and 
Ms. Krishna Jyothi were the guests of honour. Co-ordinators, parents and alumni of the school attended the 
event, making it special. New benches were also inaugurated at the school on this occasion.  
 
Training programmes conducted 

January 27 
The Agri Clinics and Agri Business Centers (ACABC) 60-days 
course from MANAGE 
and the 25-day training program of Community Service Provider 
(CSP), under Agriculture Skill Council of India, were undertaken at 
the BCT KVK. Aspects covered included stress management, 
biological management of pests and diseases, installation of traps, 
farm visit to show kitchen gardening, Broccoli cultivation, Poultry 
units, Goatry unit, Nursery management, Vermicomposting, Demo 
dairy unit, Flowers mother block, Parasites in horticultural crops, 
Fencing crops, Farm pond, Bucket traps in coconut and  mass 
multiplication of Trichoderma. 
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Grama Sabha in Gokiwada 
27 January 
The youth members of Gokiwada village organized Grama sabha in their village in the evening. Over 300 
villagers attended the meeting. With no political boundaries, people across parties were seen to come together 
in this meeting. Three important points were discussed here. One was the cleanliness of the village, second 
was youth self employment, and third point was the construction of a temple in the village to get villagers 
participation and cooperation. All those present, praised the effort made by youth and it was commendable to 
see everyone together on one platform. 
 
Governing body meeting  

27 January 
BCTs 169th Governing Body meeting was held at 
the Haripuram campus. It was conducted with Dr. 
Mohan kanda in the Chair. Ajit Suryanaraya, 
Krishna Jyoti, along with members and advisory 
members attended the meeting where a 
presentation was given on the analysis of current 
programs by Prof Nimruji, Asso Prof, IIM Calcutta. 
B Sri Ram Murty, Secretary, presented the Vision 
for the organization for the next 3- 5 years. Dr. 
Mohan Kanda officially inaugurated the new 
website of bctindia.org and the monthly 
newsletter. Sri Sriram Nadiminti and Mrs.Jaya 
Murty were congratulated for their efforts on the 
new website. 

 
 
Youth meeting at BCT 

28 January  
Youth from 23 villages came together to BCT 
Haripuram for a meeting organized to 
understand and explore their interests in self 
enterprise. A follow-up meeting to last week, it 
saw the participation of 10 women and 30 
men. The participants expressed interest in 
diverse enterprises that ranged from wanting 
to start mini dairies, to vegetable cultivation, 
motor repairs, tailoring and cloth bags making, 
paper plates making, aquaculture, 
dressmaking unit, aryaworks etc. For this 
meeting, Advisor, Dr. Satyamurty, Ajit 
Suryanarayana, Vice-President BCT, B. Sri 
Ram Murty, Secretary, C. Krishna Jyothi, 

Treasurer and T.V.S. Raghava Rao, Joint Secretary were present. Each idea is now being analysed with 
internal and external discussions, in order to finalise the feasibility and viability of each. A discussion will be 
held again after two months on this. 
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Understanding pesticide shop licensing 
January 29 
The Agri Clinic and Agri Business Center(ACABC) training organized at 
BCT KVK dealt with licensing methods for pesticide shop. Talking about 
requirements and approach, the training also covered pesticide shop 
stock and register maintenance, billing and tax payments and 
advertising methods to attract farmers. The training was conducted by 
Mandal Agricultural Officer of Rambilli, R.Gayathri.  
 
CAG meeting at Ganaparti 

January 29 
In the evening at 7PM, CAG members of Ganaparti 
village met together for a meeting. Of the 15 members 
who attended, 8 were women and 7 were men. The 
group discussed about women self-employment, 
mechanization of agricultural operations, training of 
women in chitikala bhajana, creation of farmers club and 
admissions into the BCT residential high school. 

 
 
 
 

 
Venkatapuram youth meeting 
January 30 
 
A youth meeting was held in Venkatapuram ward in 
Yellamanchili municipality at 7 P.M. The group discussed 
about self employment activities, RHS students admissions, 
Health camp in Arogyaraksha polyclinic on 2nd February, job 
opportunity in M/s. Seimens India Ltd. among other 
discussions. Vijaya homam for 10th class students at Sri 
Kalyana Vinayaka temple scheduled for 10th March, Sunday, 
was noted. 8 youth members participated in this meeting. 
 
 
 
CAG meeting at Kattubolu 
January 31 

CAG members came together at Kattubolu for a meeting at 8 PM. The 
15 members who attended discussed about natural farming to improve 
production in paddy. 3 farmers out of the 26 who experimented, 
received 40 bags of paddy per acre. These farmers are also making 
organic pesticides. Besides farming, youth self employment was 
another aspect that came into discussion. Conducting activities on 
Sunday with children was discussed as well. The CAG members 
expressed interest in mushroom cultivation and growing of alternative 
crops and vegetable cultivation as well. Besides the above aspects, the 
group spoke about the improvement of usage in the toilets they have 
constructed. Open defecation has been eradicated by 80% as a result, 
they shared. All these discussions were held in candlelight as there was 
no power supply to the region that day.  


