
Activities for December 2018 
 

Women participation at Vada Narsapuram 
December 1 
In order to examine greater potential of women groups, a meeting with women group leaders was 

organized on 1st December.  

Women participation in village development has been a focal point for BCT since its inception. In Vada 

Narsapuram village a group 50 women had started a Mahila mandal taking up activities which focus on 

overall development of the village. These encompassed literacy, village sanitation, spiritual activities and 

income generation. Because of their efforts, attendance in the schools had increased and sanitation and 

personnel hygiene have shown an improvement. Also, since this is a fishermen village, this improvement 

has shown a good result on their quality of life.  

With the DWCRA programme, the village women members have increased from 50 to 800, however today 

their role is limited to thrift and loan activity 

only. In Vada Narsapuram, of the 80 DWCRA 

groups, 22 are running activities through thrift 

and loan. 

30 DWCRA Group leaders attended the meeting. 

With many not aware of BCTs past programmes 

through Mahila Mandal, a few of the old 

members who worked with BCT shared their 

experiences. As a result, the group has now 

decided to regularize their activities, through 

weekly meetings and discuss socio-economic 

activities and ideas for development. TVS Raghavarao, Joint Secretary BCT, B Lakshminarayana, 

Community Organizer and BCT school graduated students Yerrayya, and Gangaraju attended the meeting.  

 
World Disability Day 
December 3 
A sports event for physically challenged persons was 
conducted by BCT to commemorate World 
disability Day. Held at Narasingabilli village of 
Kasimkota mandal in Visakhapatnam district, the 
event saw enthusiastic participation in different 
sports and games. The participants came in from the 
mandals of Rambili, Atchutapuram, 
Munagapaka, Kasimkotta and  Yallamanchili for the 
event. With 136 PWDs from 27 villages 
participating, prizes were given to all the 
winners. 
 
New SMART batches 
December 3 
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Four new batches, with 30 students each, embarked 
upon the employability training program at the 
Gajuwaka center. SMART (Skills for Market Training) 
trains and educates young men and women in and 
around Visakhapatnam. The four-month program 
equips students with spoken English skills, interview 
skills, basic computer knowledge, ITES-BPO training, 
customer relationship and retail sales (CRS) training 
and workplace readiness.  
 
World soil day celebrated 
December 5 
Soil is life! On the occasion of ‘World soil day’, the village of Haripalem, under the Krishi Kalyan Abhiyan 
witnessed 414 farmers come together for a programme that highlights the importance of knowing the 
quality of soil and crops to suit. The event held today by BCT KVK was presided over by MLC Sri P 

Chalapathi Rao, JDA, DPD, ATMA and 
representatives from the animal husbandry 
department. Zonal Manager of Coromandal 
fertilizers, BCT Joint Secretary, Sarpanch and 
MPTC of Haripalem also attended the 
program along with other dignitaries. The 
community action group of the village played 
a pivotal role in improving participation for 
the event and making it a success. From 
identifying the venue for the event to 
organizing it and inviting people, the 
community came together for the 
programme. 

 
Community in Action at Mulajampa village 
December 6 

Working towards community participation and decision making 
for village development, the Community Action Groups (CAGs) 
across 137 villages have been actively involved for the past three 
years now, since the start of the initiative by BCT. These groups 
meet regularly to discuss about problems and solutions. The 13 
CAG members of Mulajampa village met on December 6 as part 
of their monthly meetings, and discussed about the various 
problems and solutions. 

A few ways in which BCT supports them includes: 

1. For the last 2 years they have been cultivating Green chillies crop with the support of BCT. 156 farmers 
get 75 tons of chillies, enabling them to earn higher income by selling the produce at Rs.35 to 45/- per kg. 

2. With the support of BCT KVK 26 farmers cultivated Sesame crop. Following best practices, they 
produced 800kgs per acre, which marks an improvement in their income. 
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3. They also encouraged the children to learn Kolatam to promote folk dance culture in the villages. 70 
children learned this art and perform it for every festival in the village. They have collected Rs.10, 000/- 
from the village as a donation, and could also get special Kolatam dresses stitched for the children, 
motivating them further. 

4. CAG promoted a Farmers Club in the village to tackle their problems. Till now they have promoted thrift 
for up to Rs.45,000/-. Every month the members of the club meet and discuss their problems regarding 
agriculture and benefit from expert’s advice from BCT KVK. 

5. They have also identified 13 differently abled children in the village. With the support of BCT, these 
children are getting better options for their holistic development. 
 
Kartika maasam plant sales 
December 

A special drive for popularising activities of BCT, 
especially the KVK, was held at Panchadarla during the 
month of Kartika. With special focus on activities for the 
benefit of practicing farmers, the event saw special stalls 
being organized for this purpose at the Panchadarala 
farm’s main gate. The drive took place during the 4 
Saturdays, Sundays, and Mondays of the Karthika 
Masam, which are special occasions that bring people to 
the Panchadarla temple. Different types of planting 
materials, layers, grafts, seedlings along with other farm 
produce were made available for the farmers and 
supplied to them. Required farm advisory services were 

also provided to the farmers who were interested in the cultivation of different crops/plants. 

A total of 2000 farmers visited the farm during the month.  600 farmers have taken advice on different 
cultivation aspects and 253 farmers have purchased different produces, along with the planting materials 
from the farm. 

Community participation at the B.C.T K.V.K. Krishi Kalayan Abayan   

December 10  

The success of any programme or activity is defined by the 
involvement of the community, ownership of programme, 
ability to take responsibility and extent of community 
participation. In Vemagiri, where the  CAG is operational, the 
meeting with farmers was successful with the responsibility 
taken by the community action group here. Week-long 
planning, responsibility to inform farmers of that village and its 
neighbourhood and making necessary arrangements were all 
taken care of. Not only that, they took upon themselves the 
responsibility to invite village elders and women as well. Sri 
Pothu Rangarao, Sarpanch also participated in this, and brought 
in sanitation workers to clean the venue. He also went to 
personally invite village elders. By 10.30am, 89 farmers gathered for the meeting that highlighted benefits 
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and best practices for the farmers. A panel of experts talked about diverse aspects related to agriculture 
and also answered questions. The meeting went on till 2pm and this was followed by delicious lunch.  

CAG meeting in Kokkirapalli 
December 10 
13 members comprising of women, youth, and village elders came together to form the CAG group at 
Kokkirapalli three years ago. Having identified issues specific to their region, they accorded first priority 
to eradication of open defecation on the village 
road sides. Now they have completely solved this 
problem, by the construction of toilets. They 
accorded second priority towards the self 
employment of women. For this they approached 
BCT KVK and a group of 30 women took up the 
training in food processing. They also identified a 
person in that village for marketing their 
products. Their third priority was on children 
education and cultural training. For that they 
have motivated one of the CAG members who is 
also an unemployed youth to conduct tutorials in 
the evenings. BCT high school students trained children in the village on Kolaatam, under their social 
animation visits to the villages that take place thrice a year. Now the CAG is focusing on vegetable 
cultivation and crop rotation to augment their income. Also they facilitated for construction of girls toilets 
in the BCT school and improvement for the physically challenged. 
 
 
Kattubolu village meeting 
December 11 

The CAG group in Kattubolu meets once a month to sit and 
discuss issues. The meeting was also held on December 11 
at 7pm and 13 CAG Members assembled at the Sri Rama 
temple. At the meeting they discussed about the Cuttak  
tour programme, under which two women of the village 
were sent to Cuttak  by BCT KVK to learn about the 
cropping pattern in the area. The women shared the 
learning points on how using less water, vegetables, 
paddy and other crops can be grown. The CAG expressed 
interest in implementing the same. Another aspect that 
was discussed in the meeting was about growing the 
summer crop of Ragi. 3 farmers showed interest in it. 

Regarding the aspect of cleanliness, the CAG decided to announce prizes for the youth who are taking 
initiatives for village sanitation and cleanliness through the involvement of children. Community organizer 
S.Nageswararao acted as the facilitator from BCT for this meeting. 
    
Vision check 
December 11 
Three girls from the Residential high school and a boy and a girl from Sri PVV Center were noted to be 
suffering with vision related problems. On December 11, the five students were taken to the Vision Care 
center at Visakhapatnam for an eye checkup. Dr. K.B.Viswanadh M.S.(Ophth) examined the five children, 
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He recommended medicines for four children and spectacles for one child . Community organizer S. 
Nageswara Rao took the children to the clinic. 
 
Lovleen Kacker, IAS (R), CEO Tech Mahindra Foundation visits 
December 11 
 
Ms Lovleen Kacker, IAS(R), CEO of Tech Mahindra Foundation, visited the SMART centers at Autonagar 
and Gajuwaka. Taking keen interest in the development of women and the disabled, during her visit she 
applauded girls taking up technical skills at the Autonagar SMART center. She was also excited to see the 
70% women strength at the Gajuwaka center. She interacted with the students and enquired about their 
learning experiences and gave suggestions.  

 
The force behind changing the skilling 
spectrum through the TMF SMART 
programs, she has played pivotal roles in 
redefining the foundation’s CSR policy with 
focus on education and employability. Under 
her guidance, the SMART programme has 
grown from 3 skilling centres in 2012-13 to 
reaching the milestone of 100 SMART 
centres in April 2017. With her vision for an 
educated and skilled India, Ms. Loveleen 
redefined the Foundation’s CSR policy and 
repositioned its work into two key areas – 
education and employability. Convinced 

about wholesome development of children and youth, she conceived the idea of ARISE or All Round 
Improvement in School Education, and SMART or Skills for Market Training, as the flagship programmes. 
 
 
Meeting with parents from Nanhikali program 
December 13 

 
Whether it be girls from a poor background, 
children without a parent or families with two 
girl - children, the KC Mahindra Educational 
Trust has been providing education scholarship 
through Nanhikali for 39 children for the past 15 
years. This greatly benefitted all parents, who 
are daily wage workers. The scholarship that 
starts from 1st standard to 10th standard, has 
allowed further study for 70 underprivileged 
girls. However, from 2018, they have stopped 
the scheme.  
 
BCT called for a meeting at the school premises, 
with the parents to advise them to continue 

education. They were recommended to invest their bank savings in the national savings schemes. For this 
meeting, Secretary B. Sri Ram Murty, Treasurer C.Krishna Jyothi, Joint Secretary TVS Raghavarao and 
Community Organizers were present. 
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Community Action Group Meeting 

December 14 
CAG meeting was held at Dimili village of Rambilli 
Mandalam in Visakhapatnam district at 7pm. 13 
members of that committee, which includes 7 women 
and 6 men attended. BCT Community Organizer S. 
Nageswara Rao acted as the facilitator. The following 
points were discussed. 
 

1. The BCT KVK trained agro – entrepreneur 

helped the farmers by providing fertilizers,  

pesticides through the 2 shops of Kattubolu and 

Mamidiwada. The timely assistance helped the 

farmers to grow good yield of the crops. 

2. As discussed in the last year’s CAG meeting, 20 women have  been generating thrift in the group. 

They now have 1 lakh worth of funds in their group account. With this amount they have advanced 

loan to 9 members to buy goats and sheep. Through this activity, each earned a surplus of  Rs. 

3000/-  over Rs. 5000/- investment in this year. 

3. Eradication of open defecation on the road of the village by using individual toilets through the 

motivation of the committee became possible. 

4. On every Saturday evening, women and men of the village are gathering at the Rama temple to do 

bhajans. 

5. They are considering production activity by the women group through BCT Training   and have 

discussed it. 

Disability initiative review meeting  
December 20 
These persons with disabilities were provided tailoring training 
under the Microsoft-supported programme in tribal area. This 
initiative by BCT provided training to 30 people during July and 
September. The beneficiaries were either hearing impaired, 
amputees or afflicted with polio. A monthly review meeting held 
on December 20 showed that they have started stitching clothes 
at their home and each is now earning Rs 150/ - to 250/- per day 
and supporting his or her family. Once dependents in their 
families, now they are independent earning members who have 
brought pride and dignity into their lives.  
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Backyard poultry grower trainees exposure visit 
22 December 

 
An exposure visit was held for backyard 
poultry grower trainees under APSSDC. 
30 participants in skill development training 
at Jaggannapeta of Atchutapuram mandal 
attended this exposure trip after a 30 days 
training period. They visited a farm in 
Lovakutturu village in East Godavari district. 
Here they saw different varieties of poultry 
breeds and learned about the process of 
rearing country hens in the backyard.  
 
 
 

 
Krishi Kalyan Abhiyan II at Haripalem  
December 24, 2018 
Four training programmes were conducted at Haripalem village. These programmes were held in areas of 
Bee Keeping, Mushroom Cultivation, Kitchen Garden and Paddy Cultivation. 69 farmers participated in 
the programmes where seven officials were present as well.  
 
 
Swachhata Pakhwada  
December 24, 25 
 

84 people took part in the swachhata awareness camp held at 
Haripalem while 22 people participated in the event held at Sai 
Priya layout, Atchutapuram. The sanitation campaign in 
Haripalem involved farmers, women and village youth. The 
campaign in Atchutapuram focused on cleaning of public places, 
community market places and nearby tourist spots. Swachhata 
Pakhwada was also held at Rajukoduru on Kitchen Gardening 
with 25 participants. It also focused on 
cleaning of sewerage  and water 
lines, awareness  on recycling  waste water, water 
harvesting for agriculture/ horticulture application/kitchen gardens  in residential colonies outside 
campuses and nearby  villages with the involvement   of local/village communities. 

Ravindra Public school event 
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December 26 
42 children participated in a fun-filled drawing 
competition at Ravindra Public School, 
Atchutapuram. Based on the theme of swachh 
bharat, competitions were held on best 
office/residential/campus areas based on 
cleanliness. Quiz, essay and drawing contests 
were held for the school children and village 
youth. 
 
Swachhata Pakhwada at Krishnampalem 

December 27 
Swachhata Pakhwada held in Krishnampalem 
village encourages participants towards waste 
management through utilization of organic waste, 
generating wealth from waste, composting home 
waste and working towards a polythene-free 
status. Held on December 27, the event promoted 
clean and green technologies and on the spot 
redressal of issues.  
 
 
 
Rally on folk arts 
December 26 

In order to revive the dying cultural arts, BCT 
residential school students are being trained in 
7 folk arts. These students have in turn trained 
around 15000 children in Kolatam, chitikalu, 
Burra kadha, Tappetagullu, Dappu dance and 
jamukulu. Many village festivals are now 
conducting activities and competitions related 
to the folk arts. On December 26, Samarasata 
Sewa foundation organized a program to bring 
together rural folk arts for a rally, that showed 
their importance and the need to revive and 
preserve them for the future generation. More 
than 600 people participated in the rally which 
was led by BCT students who gave a wonderful 

presentation.  
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Time to say goodbye!  
December 28 
Students at the SMART center in 
Dwarakanagar came together for a 
farewell event after completing their 
three month training (from the 3rd of 
October to the 29th of 
December 2018) at the center. Here, 
they have been upskilled in various 
aspects like spoken English, soft skills, 
basic computers, Information 
Technology Enabled Services (ITES), 
Customer Relationship and Sales 
(CRS) and Workplace Readiness (WPR). The farewell event was organized by students from two batches 
and it saw all the trainers and a few senior students – who are now placed at reputed companies, come 
together as well. The students felicitated the trainers and also gave feedback on what they learnt during 
the training period. Some students also shared their experiences as the center, while a few of the seniors 
expressed gratitude to BCT and TMF. 
 
Swachhata Pakhwada Report  
December 31 
122 people participated at the Swachhata Pakhwada 
held at Dimili. Shri Pappala Chalapathi Rao, MLC, 
Yellamanchili Constituency, Sri Senapathi Nageswara 
Rao, Sarpanch, Smt.Vedula Ramanamma, MPTC and 
others were present. A press conference on role of 
Swachh Bharat Pakhwada that involves all 
stakeholders like farmers was conducted. VIPs, press 
and electronic media attended the event. Demos on 
waste management in agriculture and i.e. NADEP, 
VERMICOMPOST, Waste Decomposer, House waste 
Management were also exhibited. Dignitaries visited 
the stalls and addressed the gathering. 
 

Eye camp 

December 30 

 In the fishing village of Vadanarsapuram in 
Rambilli mandal, the Community Action 
Group and youth came together to organize 
an eye camp with the help of Sankara 
foundation, Visakhapatnam. 216 persons 
attended the camp and of these 43 were 
selected for cataract operation, while 36 
were given spectacles. The program was well 
received. 


